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Corn, cows. 
   At 2,600 acres, Monument Farms is the town’s largest 
landowner. Most of the pastures in Weybridge feed their dairy 
herd, supplying corn, alfalfa, and grasses (for hay). Grasses 
grew slowly this year but steadily, while alfalfa (as always) was 
more forgiving of the hard weather. Corn was the problem. 
 “It was cool and wet the entire planting season,” says Peter 
James, one of Monument’s owners. “Soils didn’t dry out. Not 
only did we struggle trying to get ground prepped to plant the 
corn but we also struggled to keep the seeds from rotting once 
they were in the ground.” 
 The delayed planting naturally delayed the harvest. 
Consequently, before it was ready to gather, corn in low-lying 
fields was twice burnt by frost. “I daresay I’ve got 60 to 75 
acres of frosted corn that now won’t do anything, it’ll just get 
kinda mushy,” says Peter. Much of the corn that didn’t freeze, 
Peter fears, is waterlogged. 
 The rains kept Monument’s cows inside for much of the 
season, unable to graze. Nonetheless they remained 
comfortable, and their milk production consistent, until the 
surprise heat spike of mid-September. “Cows are stressed from 
that,” says Peter. “They want to stand in front of the fans, they 
don’t want to leave the water tugs in the barn. Milk production 
drops quite rapidly. And it takes a fair amount of time to come 
back, but it generally does.” 
 Monument Farms has a store at 2107 James Road in 
Weybridge. 

 Cabbage, maple syrup. 
 Just down the road from Monument Farms, the Reigles 
maintain a vegetable garden. Or try to. “This year was 
horrible,” says Steve Reigle. “We were rained out. I normally 
grow about 20 to 24 heads of cabbage and make sauerkraut 

and those sorts of things but all the roots rotted because of the 
rain. I lost a lot of crops.” 
 The Reigles belong to a “collective sugarbush” in 
Weybridge, comprised of “about five people’s places and 
yards.” Steve observes this spring’s maple syrup was “pretty 
average,” though he points out that in recent years they’ve 
started tapping earlier, the 2nd or 3rd week of February, to catch 
an early run. It depends on the temperature, which rose and 
fell all winter. “This spring it would flow for 3 or 4 days, and 
then we’d have 3 or 4 days with no flow at all.” 
 Steve expects good things from next spring’s syrup. “A lot 
of times when you have a really wet year like 2017, the trees 
store some good nutrients and that sort of stuff.” But nothing is 
certain or easy to predict. “Sap varies across the season,” says 
Steve. “Whatever the trees are giving you is what you get.”

Weybridge Farmers Contend with Capricious Weather 
by Tom Adelman, Weybridge Farm Correspondent
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A farmer is constantly calculating. Precipitation, cloud cover, wind direction, shade, temperature—the weather 
is of constant concern. This year’s weather behaved erratically, unpredictably. For example, though the overall 
tendency of late has been rising temperatures, 2017 featured few hot streaks. Instead, a cool wet spring become 
a cool wet summer, bracketed weirdly by record-setting high temperatures on February 25 and September 24. 
There was a record-setting snowfall on March 15 and intense downpours with flash flood warnings throughout 
June, July, and August. Temperatures fluctuated. How did the farmer cope?

Steve Reigle boiling sap. 
(continued next page)
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	 Farms/Weather (continued) 

Honey, bees. 
 World-renowned apiarist Kirk Webster keeps honeybees 
around Weybridge. He sells honey and he develops nucleus 
colonies. 
 “All the rain in the first half of the summer made things 
kinda difficult,” says Kirk. “It gave the grasses the advantage 
over the clovers.” The continuing cool weather delayed the 
first cutting of hay, effectively smothering the clover that 
represents one of the main honey flows for his bees.  
 His other source of summer honey is the basswood tree. 
“The basswoods don’t produce a lot every year but luckily this 
summer they were very heavily budded out and bloomed 
profusely. So that’s where the majority of our 2018 honey is 
coming from.” 
 Kirk locates his boxed hives in open areas that drain well; 
some are on the old Gibbs’ place against Snake Mountain, 
some are near Drake Road, others are off Morgan Horse Farm 
Road. The colonies have to be some distance off-road and yet 
accessible by truck on warm days. Kirk’s bees keenly felt the 
year’s fluctuating temperatures. Cooler temperatures kept the 
bees closer to home. “Bees and insects can’t fly very well 
until it’s around 50 degrees,” says Kirk. Therefore, when 
they’re cold, they cluster; when it’s warm, they spread out. 
 Kirk’s research shows that bees have been kept in 
Weybridge for at least 200 years. His work breeding and 
raising queen bees leaves him optimistic about the future of 
honey in this area. 
 Locals striving to start hives or to purchase 25-pound pails 
of Weybridge honey should call Kirk at (802) 989-5895. 
  

Hay, horses. 
 The Morgan Horse Farm produces about 75-80% of its 
own hay. This year’s uneven weather slowed the harvest 
considerably. “Our first cut hay came in three weeks late,” 
says Operations Coordinator Margot Smithson. “And we just 
finished our 2nd cut, it’s about 4 weeks late. I would say this 
year’s hay is a little more gone by but overall the feed quality 
is the same.” 
 Heat and humidity make horses unhappy, but the Farm’s 
downstairs barn (erected in 1878) was built into the ground. 
“It’s as if it is thermal-regulated,” says Margot. In addition, 
during unseasonable heat spells, they place fans in the barn 
and work the horses early, if at all. 
 Did last spring’s weather impact foaling? “Definitely,” says 
Equine Specialist Sarah Fauver. “We had quite a few mares 
who were overdue when the weather was all up and down, I 
remember. As soon as things started to even out and be 
consistently warm, the foals started to arrive.” 
 The Morgan Horse Farm is located on Battell Drive in 
Weybridge. It is open 9am to 4pm daily, May 1-October 31. 
  
Sheep, eggplant. 
For 35 years, Lisa Thompson and husband Tom Duclos have 
raised sheep in the large yellow barn and accompanying 
pasture located on Sheep Farm Road. “The sheep didn’t have 
an awful summer,” says Lisa. “The grass in the pasture just 
kept growing and growing for them.” When days grew 
unseasonably warm, the sheep moved down to graze in the 
shade of the eastern barn. 
 The lack of consecutive rain-free days in the spring and 
summer did make it hard to bring in their hay on schedule, 
but the unusually warm September/October supplied Lisa and 
Tom with bonus time to catch up. 
 “Weatherwise, this year hasn’t been horrible for us,” says 
Lisa Thompson. “But we weren’t trying to grow corn.” They 
were, on the whole, more concerned by the coyotes and 
peregrine falcon than the temperatures. 
 Even Lisa’s vegetable garden stayed healthy—but for her 
eggplant. “The eggplant had one blossom all summer,” she 
says. “One. And I’ve talked to three other people. And they’ve 
all said, ‘Yeah, same here. I got a single eggplant this year.’” 

Weybridge Free Seed and Seedling Exchange 
Sign up! Local gardeners will meet casually in January 
2018 to swap seeds, then again in June or May to swap 
seedlings. This gathering could facilitate the exchange 
of not just seeds and seedlings but also stories and 
advice from fellow Weybridge gardeners. Interested?   
E-mail weybridge.exchange@gmail.com  with your 
contact info. I’ll get back to you once we have a date 
and location. Thanks!
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The year is well underway.  Students, staff and parents have 
all settled into the rhythm of school days. During the 
summer, two very important members of the school 
community, Lisa Knickerbocker, our cook extraordinaire for 
the past several years, and George Apgar, our beloved bus 
driver, let us know they were not returning. This fall, we 
were able to host tender farewell gatherings for each of 
them, including cards, gifts, original music, tasty treats, and 
many hugs. Filling their shoes is no easy task, but Denise 
Altland, the new cook, has already won our hearts and our 
taste buds, and Dash Blake, the new bus driver, has taken 
on George’s route successfully. 

Last year Weybridge, along with the other ACSD schools, 
applied successfully to become an International 
Baccalaureate (IB) candidate school. Each of the schools is 
now involved in fulfilling the requirements to become 
authorized. This stage of the process involves both school-
based work and district-based work, including extensive 
collaboration and professional development with the other 
ACSD elementary schools.  

We’re also planning for our ninth year of engineering and 
design projects. This year’s projects will involve designing 
and building a play structure to replace the boat which has 

decidedly reached the end of its life. The boat, built over 20 
years ago, was imagined and designed by students and built 
by members of the community. Before it comes down, we 
plan to have a gathering in the spring to honor the important 
role it has had in the play of countless Weybridge children 
over the years. Stay tuned for more detailed information as 
we progress. 

In January, we will welcome Judy Dow, an Abenaki 
educator and artist, to join us for a five-day residency. She 
will work with us to expand our understanding of Abenaki 
presence, perspective, and history as we uncover our own 
journeys to Weybridge. The work of the residency will be 
carried out in the context of an informal exploration of an IB 
theme “Who We Are in Place and Time.”  Through a study of 
cartography students will learn about the parts of a map in 
preparation for mapping out families’ stories, histories and 
land use. While students may make maps in several different 
forms during this residency, they will each create at least 
one basket to map a story.  Judy’s workshop will incorporate 
art, science, social studies, math, and literacy. 

The year promises to be exciting! Please know your ideas 
and questions are always welcome and you can always find 
current information at https://www.acsdvt.org/weybridge.

Weybridge School News  by Christina Johnston, Principal

Our highway crew has completed another successful paving 
season. Matt and Bill have overseen the paving, followed by 
their dressing of the shoulders on the newly-paved areas. This 
year the town resurfaced areas of Quaker Village Road, James 
Road, and Pleasant View Terrace. 

Other highway news involves the state construction of a new 
bridge on Route 17. Engineers and crews are currently at 
work on the bridge, which is part of Vermont's Accelerated 
Bridge Program. This program aims to keep bridge closure to 
a minimum. While one of the two lanes may be closed prior 
to actual replacement of the deck, the full closure won't 
occur until next year, probably in June, but will avoid any 
conflicts with Field Days. Traffic will be re-routed through 
Vergennes, but we can expect some increased traffic flow 
through Weybridge by local people who know how avoid the 
creek crossing using nearby roads. We're expecting repairs to 
take place on the Rattling Bridge this fall, which will require a 
temporary closure of the bridge. The repairs have been 
required by VTrans after an inspection. While the bridge 
remains safe, the repairs are required to rectify some minor 
problems and prevent any future damage.  

In conjunction with Middlebury, Weybridge has replaced the 
lighting on the Pulp Mill Bridge. We are now using LED 
fixtures which have a more pleasing color of light. The 

fixtures also direct the light downward, reducing unwanted 
light scatter. The cost savings for electricity will be substantial, 
about 80%. The new fixtures will very quickly pay for 
themselves. 

A number of culverts have been replaced and there are still 
quite a few remaining on the list that need attention. 
Roadside mowing will be finishing up for the year and Matt 
and Bill are ready for the plowing season. 

In other construction news, all the easements are in place for 
the Pulp Mill Bridge Road sidewalk, and construction is 
expected to begin in the spring. A second phase of 
archeological surveying is underway on Gooseneck Bend. 
We're hopeful that FEMA will finally sign off on the project to 
repair the slope failure and reconstruct the road. Once they 
do, we’ll be able to prepare the final design and begin 
construction. 

Everyone is welcome to attend the Selectboard meetings. We 
normally meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM 
at the Town Clerk's Office. It's best to confirm the meeting 
and agenda with Brenda Jaring. If you wish to bring 
something before the board, you're welcome to come and 
speak. If your comment requires more than a brief discussion 
at the onset of the meeting, Brenda would be happy to add 
you to the agenda.

News from the Selectboard  by Don Mason
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Scenes from the 17th Annual

Clark Sutton

Rachael Nagy-Benson and 
Caroline Nicolai 

Snake Mountain Bluegrass

Reaney McKinley and Spence Putnam set up the badminton net.

Potluck Bounty!
Neighbors get to know each other better over a meal.


