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If the town were to create the 
pos i t ion , “Adven tu re r in 
Residence,” Weybridge author 
Peter Lourie would have little if 
any competition. Find a globe 
and follow his travels over the 
past 30 years: Kenya—studying 
early human bones with the 
Leakeys; Ecuador—hunting for 
buried Incan treasure; Brazil—
documenting change in the 
Amazon rain forest; Argentina
—travels in Tierra del Fuego, 
the southern-most point in 
South America; Yucatan—with 
archaeologists studying Mayan 
ruins. 

And there are his water travels, often in his single- and two-
person canoes: the length of the Hudson River, from Mt. 
Marcy to Manhattan; the length of the Erie Canal; 400-plus 
miles on the Yukon; parts of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Rio 
Grande rivers; the Everglades. 
  
And there is his fascination with science research in cold 
places: North Slope of Alaska—following a whale scientist 
and an Inupiaq community during whaling season; half a 
dozen summer trips with Woods Hole and NASA scientists 
observing the effects of climate change in the Arctic; a 
forthcoming biography of Nansen, the Norwegian explorer, 
Locked in Ice! Nansen, the  Fram, and the Daring Quest for 
the North Pole.  
  

Lourie’s lifelong interest in remote places and people—he 
abandoned graduate work in anthropology for a writing 
career—has led to more than 20 books. Many are written for 
the young adult market, but all will engage older readers. 
A case in point is his most recent book, Jack London and the 
Klondike Gold Rush (Henry Holt, 2017). Jack London’s year-
long search for gold in 1897-98 was a disaster in nearly every 
way; like most, he found no gold; the harsh winters were life-
threatening and in London’s case, scurvy nearly killed him. 
But as Lourie deftly points out, weaving material from Jack’s 
journals and other contemporaneous accounts, this year 

would provide material for 
London’s classic novels, The 
Call of the Wild and White 
Fang, and the short stories that 
we all read in school. 

Adventurer in Residence would 
have to come with an asterisk. 
Peter is often not in residence. 
For the past 25 years, he has 
v i s i t e d e l e m e n t a r y a n d 
secondary schools around the 
country, discussing his travels 
and how schools can improve 
student writing. Writing to 
Explore, Discovering Adventure 
in the Research Paper, 3-8 that 
he co-wrote is a primer for 

teachers and background for his education conference 
presentations. 

Books are but one way to enjoy Peter’s travels. His website 
peterlourie.com is another with its videos, such as a video of 
a month spent on an ice breaker, field dispatches, links to the 
Arctic and climate change, and examples from his 
Middlebury College course, Narrative Writing and Digital 
Storytelling. 

The site captures the exuberance that Peter brings to the 
classroom, his “Indiana Jones personna” as one observer put 
it. Yes, that photo is bushy-mustached Peter in a furry hat with 
plate-sized ear flaps. Yes, that is Peter with a polar bear resting 
its head on his lap. (It was sedated as part of a polar bear 
study.) 

Future adventures and book projects: Jaguar breeding grounds 
in Mexico; Pizarro and the conquest of Incas; Leakeys and 
Human Evolution; more Arctic videos and writing funded by 
the National Science Foundation. 

When kids ask where his adventure gene comes from Peter 
has an answer, “Jack London, Joseph Conrad, the Hardy Boys, 
but most of all, my traveling dad.” 

Enough. Get thee to a library, a bookstore or his website and 
share an adventure with Peter. 

Peter Lourie:  Adventurer in Residence  by George Bellerose
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Grand Friends Tea - A Weybridge Tradition  by Mary Douglas

Weybridge is now officially an International Baccalaureate (IB) 
candidate school! Last fall the ACSD Board voted unanimously to 
pursue authorization as an IB world district. Now that we have been 
accepted as candidate schools, the work and training to become 
authorized will be a focus over the next 2 years. You can find more 
information about IB at http://www.ibo.org. We look forward sharing 
our process with you as we go along. 
  

We’ve had a lively year - pretty much never a dull moment! Highlights 
include the two interdisciplinary K-6 engineering projects to create 
kinetic sculptures and kites. It is quite remarkable to be in the school 
during engineering work sessions; clearly the students love having 
opportunities to make things and have gained so much experience 
over the years in how to draw on each other’s ideas as they do so. 
Another highlight was the energizing and inspiring artist-in-residence 
program with Fabio Fuá Nascimento who brought capoeira to 
Weybridge in January. Capoeira was invented by Brazilian slaves and is 
a mix of fight, dance, and ritual. A central theme of the learning was 
about accessing positive, clear energy as individuals and sharing that 
energy to sustain the group. 
  

As you pass by the school, please take special note of the beautiful, 
nearly completed outdoor classroom, with new tables and benches 
situated among the plantings. The vision and work of Megan Sutton, 
Amy Mason, and Jen Richmond have been instrumental in pulling 
community resources together - time, money, expertise, imagination - 
to realize a plan long in the making. Thanks to all who helped, with a 
special thanks to the Friends of Weybridge Elementary School (FOWE) 
and Jen for her unstoppable creativity, know-how, and carry-through.  
  

As this school year comes to a close, it marks the end of a chapter for 
the school and the community. As of July 1, the Addison Central 
School District (ACSD) will be fully established and the business of the 
Weybridge School Board will be essentially completed. As this 
complex change continues to unfold, I encourage you to take an active 
role in shaping it. 

Weybridge School News  by Christina Johnston, Principal

On March 18, 2017, a team of six students 
competed in the Vermont Junior Iron Chef 
competition in Essex. With the help of school chef 
Lisa Knickerbocker Sears, they formed a recipe 
(Local Loaded Latkes) several weeks before the 
competition, and practiced the recipe a few times 
before taking it to Essex. The goal of the 
competition is for students to gain more 
knowledge in the kitchen, as well as learn how to 
work as a team. The team, known as Can’t Stand 
the Heat, opted to compete for the Lively Local 
Award which required the recipe to highlight five 
Vermont foods donated from the local community.

Over 50 community members attended Grand Friend’s Tea at the Weybridge School on April 21st. Weybridge 
students have been welcoming grandparents and friends for formal tea and cake in their classroom each spring 

for the past 20 years. Larry and Loretta Green (above right) have been attending for many years and although 
they do not have grandchildren in the area they enjoy visiting the school and supporting local children.

JUNIOR IRON CHEF TEAM 
CAN’T STAND THE HEAT 

by Maddie Crowne

From left to right: Maddie Crowne, Nyna Cole, Wesley Purdue, 
Henry Hunsdorfer, Ben Seaton, and Trey Bosworth with Lisa 
Knickerbocker Sears.
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In the southwest corner of Weybridge, 
within a stone’s throw of both Bridport 
and Cornwall, Phyllis and Bob Bowdish 
maintain one of the last family farms in 
the area, a third-generation operation 
called Weybridge Farms. “We had 160 
milking cows,” says Phyllis.  “But we’re 
phasing out the dairy operation and 
focusing on beef and egg production.” 
Behind her, roosters crow and cattle 
low. She has lived in this house her 
whole life. “My grandfather moved 
down by train from Canada in 1930 
and started up this farm himself. It’s 
been in business ever since.”  

Her grandfather was named Denis. His memory remains in the 
naming of both a nearby lane (Denisville Road) as well as the 
neighborhood (also Denisville, according to Phyllis). The 
changeover from dairy represents a major lifestyle change for 
the Bowdishes. “I worked for her parents before we owned the 
farm, “ says Bob. He gestures at the barn, the cows, the fields. 
“This is all we’ve ever done.”  

His day began at 3:40am, when Bob would rise to milk the 
cows. If the conditions were right, the cows were turned out to 
pasture. “Ours was a grazing herd, which means the cows go 
out and eat grass in the fields,” says Bob. This traditional 
approach yields tremendous health benefits but requires lots of 
land, upwards of 1,000 acres in the case of Weybridge Farms. 
The Bowdish cows would return for another milking at 3pm 
before settling in for the night. 

It’s challenging to run a small family dairy farm when the 
scant, uncertain profit margin in milk so completely favors the 
huge dairy operation. “That’s one reason there’s not as many 
local farms as there used to be,” says Phyllis. “Costs keep 
going up for us though the price of milk goes down.” Often 
this leaves the dairy farmer with no sure way to budget ahead. 
“We won’t know for a month and a half how much we’ll get 
for the milk that got trucked out this morning,” says Bob. “You 
can’t really plan. You can hope.” 

In the winter, farm work eases somewhat. Bob keeps himself 
entertained by restoring antique tractors in anticipation of the 
annual Weybridge antique tractor ride. “Last year we did a 20-
mile loop on tractors,” says Phyllis. “28 tractors. The high 
speed was 8 miles an hour.” This year’s tractor ride took place 
on the morning of June 4. It covered 22.9 miles of countryside, 
snaking through the back roads of Weybridge, Cornwall, 
Addison, and Bridport. Young and old local farmers, male and 
female, chugged past, paying homage to both the spirit and 
engine that animates the local farmer.  

Weybridge Farms raises cattle and chicken. Their eggs 
occasionally are available at Middlebury Natural Foods Co-op. 

Elsewhere in Weybridge, farmer Dan 
Kehoe focuses on younger cows. 
“We raise heifers,” he says. “We’re 
like a heifer Hilton.” The Kehoes 
(Dan, with his wife Corinne and 3rd 
grade son Jonathan) operate the old 
Wyman place made famous in 
George Bellerose’s book Forty-Six 
Years of Pretty Straight Going. 

Kehoe milked cows for the farm’s 
previous owners for fifteen years. 
“They were from the old school,” 
says Dan. “If it wasn’t done the hard 
way, then it weren’t done right.”  

In 2008 the Larry and Grayson Wyman put their property in 
the Vermont Land Trust, protecting it from any future 
development. “They didn’t want to see houses pop up like 
dandelions so they put the farm in the Land Trust so it would 
always be in agriculture.” The VLT paid the Wymans and 
defrayed Kehoe’s costs, permitting Dan to purchase the 
Wyman farm in the only manner possible. “Basically it 
transitioned from one generation to another. Thanks to the 
Land Trust, young farmers can afford to get into farming.” 

Almost immediately, the Kehoes expanded the operation. 
What had been a 102 tie stall barn was converted into a free 
stall with a large feed area. They’ve added on three more times 
since then. The barn now has capacity for almost 500 head. 
The Kehoes also changed the business from a product-oriented 
farm to one that provides a service, moving from milk 
production to heifer raising. 

Nonetheless, the business still rises and falls on the price of 
milk. When they can afford it, local dairy farmers will lodge 
their immature cows with Dan. This ensures that their heifers 
receive better food and more quickly reach maturity. “It’s 
actually cheaper for them to raise an animal here and have it 
freshen at 24 months than it is to raise them back home where 
they might not freshen up until 3 years.”  

Kehoe’s barn remains a luxury stop for many farmers. “Last 
year we were at 475 head; today we’re at 225.” He isn’t 
worried. “When the price of milk goes back up, we’ll be full 
again.” Dan looks toward the barn. “When I was younger 
going to Field Days, we’d drive by here,” he remembers. He 
glances around, still somewhat surprised. “I never dreamed I 
would buy this place. The Good Lord really blessed us.” 

Two Weybridge Dairy Farms Change to Fit the Times 
by Tom Adelman, Weybridge Farm Correspondent

MORE FARM NEWS
May arrived and with it cows, grazing in Scholten Farm's 
pasture by the silos off Weybridge Road (where it meets Sheep 
Farm Road). These striking black-and-white cows are called 
Dutch Belts (not Oreos, as my daughters insist).

Bob at the recent tractor ride
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RIZZOS 
The Rizzos moved to Quaker Village Road last summer. Kelly grew up in Michigan, and Matt in Rochester, New 
York. After meeting in college and living in Chicago for many years, a coaching position at UVM brought Matt and 
Kelly to Burlington in 2001, eventually settling in Middlebury. They called Vermont home for 13 years before 
relocating to Rhode Island in 2014 for Matt's job in Advancement at Brown University. Although they found 
Providence to be one of the most culturally rich New England cities, they missed the tight-knit community they had 
built while living in Addison County. They were thrilled to have the opportunity to return in 2016 after Matt was 
appointed Vice President for Advancement at Bennington College. Their boys, Jack (14) and Henry (10), are excited 
to be reacquainted with old friends and the entire family is happy to be back “home”.  
  
Kelly works in the publishing and communications field, having spent seven years in the communications and 
marketing office at Middlebury College. During their time in Rhode Island she served as the operations manager for 
The Coastal Table magazine. The Rizzos have two dogs: an easy going collie mix, who is 13, and an energetic one-
year old golden retriever. With the Otter Creek in their backyard, you can often find them fishing or floating down 
the river in rafts, canoes, or kayaks… crazy golden retriever not too far behind.

STRUMS 
Becky and Chuck Strum moved to Pulp Mill Bridge Road 
from New Jersey via New York City. Chuck's connection to 
Vermont began when his dad came here to backpack in 
1932. Having no place to stay, he was offered a cot in the 
Granville jail his first night in Vermont. Chuck spent his 
childhood summers on Lake St. Catherine and to this day 
maintains many relationships that his dad developed in the 
town of Poultney. While their son attended Middlebury 
College, they fell in love with this area. Becky is a retired 
Stage Director and Arts Educator who ran a visual and 
performing arts high school. She is exploring opportunities 
in the arts here in Addison County and is on the Board of 
Womensafe. Chuck is a retired Managing Editor for the 
New York Times. He is involved in the Marshall Project, a 
news organization devoted to criminal justice issues, and 
continues to work remotely. 

          Weybridge Welcomes New Neighbors

BRENNAN/WILHELM 
Jillian Brennan and Peter Wilhelm moved to Snake 
Mountain Road from Burlington. Jillian grew up in 
Saxtons River. Peter is from New York State and spent 
a lot of time skiing in Vermont before he settled here. 
Both are physicians who met while attending UVM 
Medical School. Peter practices family medicine at 
Middlebury Family Health. After attending UVM, he 
worked as a flight surgeon in the Navy in California 
before returning to Vermont to complete his residency. 
Jillian is a Hospitalist at Porter Medical Center. Before 
coming to Addison County she worked at the 
Community Health Center in Burlington. They have 2 
1/2 year old son, August, and a new baby on the way. 
After living in Burlington they were looking for a more 
rural rural lifestyle and were drawn to Weybridge for 
the sense of community and the school. They enjoy 
the outdoors and gardening and love their new home.

Becky and Chuck Strum with their son and daughter.

Jillian Brennan, Peter Wilhelm, and August.
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NELSONS 
Just over ten years ago, Pete and Michelle Nelson bought a home in the 
Terrace Heights neighborhood.  After only a year and a half there, they 
became the heads of Atwater Commons at Middlebury College, moved on 
campus, and rented out their house. Pete is a Professor of Geography and 
Michelle is an Associate Director of Admissions. They left their Atwater post in 
2015 and spent the next school year on sabbatical in Spain. Last summer they 
returned to Weybridge, though in a completely new home; their original 
house was lost in a fire in 2013. Pete and Michelle met while students at 
Dartmouth, lived in Seattle for several years, and upon arriving at Middlebury, 
landed in Ripton for a while before settling in Weybridge. They have two sons: 
Lucas, finishing 8th grade at MUMS, and Baker, a rising 5th grader at 
Weybridge Elementary.  When free time allows, the family enjoys cooking, 
gardening, sports, and traveling. 

         stories collected by Mary Douglas, Dayle Kellner, and Gwen Nagy-Benson

Pete, Michelle, Lucas, and Baker Nelson.

BLEWER/BOHJALIAN 
Victoria Blewer and Chris Bohjalian recently relocated 
to Quaker Village Road. Long-time Lincoln residents, 
they were ready to downsize and wanted to be closer 
Middlebury. Chris has always enjoyed biking here in 
Weybridge, where they found their perfect new home. 
Victoria is a photographer and has built a new 
darkroom where she works on her art daily. She has 
volunteered at the Addison County Humane Society 
every Tuesday for years. Chris is an author who writes 
363 days a year. He is an avid cyclist and reader. Their 
daughter Grace is an actress in NYC. 

ROSS/ADELMAN 
Hannah Ross and Tom Adelman joined the Sheep Farm 
Road community earlier this year. Hannah is 
Middlebury College’s first General Counsel, coming 
from a fifteen-year stint at Princeton University. Tom is 
an author and musician; he has written books about 
baseball and novels about rock music (under the 
pseudonym Camden Joy). A songwriter as well, he is 
currently working on a musical about the history of 
feminism. They are parents to Camilla, an avid reader, 
artist, and rising eighth grader at MUMS, and Meg, an 
upcoming third grader at Weybridge Elementary 
School who loves playdates and creemees. The family 
enjoys musicals, gardening, and getting to know their 
neighbors. Having once lived in Montpelier many 
years ago, Hannah and Tom appreciate the return to 
swimming holes, flatbread, apples, and Vermonters’ 
appreciation for culture that can be hard to find in 
other rural states. 

MIRLINGS 
Lesley, Sanford, and Bondy (Lab) moved to Snake 
Mountain Road a year ago July after Sanford was hired 
for a tenure-track position teaching sculpture at 
Middlebury College and Lesley, an art conservator, 
received a fellowship at the Shelburne Museum to 
conserve their extensive decoy collection.  Rooney 
(Mutt) joined the family in February.  Lesley is 
originally from the Florida Keys, spent the majority of 
the last decade in New York City, but recently received 
her master’s degree in art conservation from UCLA. 
Sanford grew up in Saratoga Springs, NY, went to high 
school in Williamstown, MA and spent several years in 
Minnesota. The two met while attending Bennington 
College where they both studied art. After a 12 year 
hiatus, they rekindled a romantic relationship resulting 
in their marriage just before their move to Weybridge.  

MALMUHJIANS 
The Terrace Heights neighborhood also welcomes 
Dzavid and Emina Malmuhjian, formerly of 
Middlebury. 

Have a news tip or a great photo to share? 

Please pass them on for the next issue of By The Wey 
due to come out in November 2017. 

Contact 
Gwen at nbgwen@gmail.com or 545-2535 
Mary at mfdouglas@gmavt.net or 545-2172

mailto:nbgwen@gmail.com
mailto:mfdouglas@gmavt.net
mailto:nbgwen@gmail.com
mailto:mfdouglas@gmavt.net
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The Green Wey - News from the Weybridge Energy Committee   by Gwen Nagy-Benson 

 On Saturdays, the Weybridge Recycling Center is the place to be! From 9:30-11:00, Weybridge residents may dispose of their 
zero-sort recycling (paper, aluminum, glass, and #1-7 plastics) for free at the center, up the hill behind the Fire Station and town 
garage on Quaker Village Road. Volunteers assist residents with their recycling and make sure trash stays out of the dumpsters. 
You might see folks stomping on the recycling (fuller dumpsters are more cost efficient) - you’d be amazed at how much more 
you can pack into a seemingly full dumpster! Volunteering is a great way to catch up with neighbors and meet new people. Sign 
up at the recycling center or contact Chris Anderson, Recycling 
Coordinator, at 545-2874. 
 During those same Saturday hours, many residents rely on Brenda 
Kimball, our local trash hauler, for trash disposal at $4 a bag. 
Beginning in July, Brenda will also be collecting food scraps, in 
accordance with Vermont’s Universal Recycling Law (Act 148). Only 
$1 per gallon! Brenda will have free 5-gallon collection containers for 
each household thanks to the ACSWMD. 
 Home composting is another way to divert food waste from your 
trash. On a very stormy Green Up Day, the Weybridge Energy 
Committee hosted a composting information table on the 
Congregational Church lawn. Master Composter John Wurst offered 
advice about different composting methods and displayed a few 
examples of composting bins. Steve Smith also gave tours of his 
various composting systems. Stay tuned for further composting events. 
 For more information about recycling, free composting 
workshops, or Act 148, visit www.addisoncountyrecycles.org.

Here is a chance for any interested resident of Weybridge to get involved in 
planning our town’s energy future. Lots of people showed up for that major solar 
farm proposal by ECOS to say no; now it’s time for us to decide on what deserves a 
yes. Please read on.  

In 2016 Vermont’s legislature passed new laws enabling towns to gain more control 
over where renewable energy production facilities (primarily solar and wind) are 
located. In return for more say by the town, these laws require proactive planning 
by towns. Towns are required to research their energy usage (including 
transportation), projections of needs into the future, and detailed mapping of land 
and land uses. Armed with this information towns are then to designate good and 
bad places for larger-scale solar and wind. Recognizing this was a fair amount of 
work, the legislature also funded the regional planning commissions to help a 
limited number of towns. 

The Addison County Regional Planning Commission sought interested towns 
through a request for proposals process and after Weybridge applied, it was chosen 
as 1 of 3 towns to be a “pilot energy planning town.” This means our town will get a 
nice bit of support from the RPC, allowing Weybridge to improve its town plan, 
strengthen its voice in front of the Public Service Board, and be a leader on 
developing new language for other towns to use! 

The Planning Commission is seeking interested residents to join a task force for 
probably the next 6 months to undertake the necessary work. We need people to 
help with research, closely review aerial maps, make site visits around the town and 
attend a meeting or two each month, with one likely in the evenings. We need your 
help and voice! If you are interested, please contact Bill Roper at 545-4507.

Congrats 

to our seniors! 


Ross Crowne

Owen Hammel

Briana Hanley

Rowan Hendy

Trey Kaufmann

Patrick Messenger

Kiana Plouffe

Harlow Punderson

Shayla Smith

Andrew Trombley

Weybridge Chosen as a Pilot Energy Planning Town    
by Bill Roper

Master Composter John Wurst shares his composting expertise.
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Roads, Bridges, and Other Select Board News  by Don Mason

Road Updates  One of the issues that arose at Town Meeting 
was the striping of Route 23. We have learned what many 
already knew: money was dedicated to widening the 
shoulder on Route 23 and the road was improperly striped 
the last time work was done. We will correct this to allow for 
a wider shoulder when the road is striped this summer. 

Paving season is here! Thanks to grant money obtained by 
Matt Broughton and Brenda Jaring, Quaker Village Road from 
the Town Garage to Drake Road will be done as well as 
portions of James Road. Pleasant View Terrace is also slated 
for improvement. 

In the hopes that we’re done with snow for the season, the 
plows are off the large trucks and we're back to roadside 
mowing. Matt and Bill have met with Tim Parsons, our Tree 
Warden, in an effort to better understand what should be 
trimmed and when. The highway crew is also busy replacing 
culverts on Quaker Village Road and Snake Mountain Road; 
some minor delays and rerouting can be expected. We are all 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of our new one-ton truck. 

The FEMA funded slope repair on Gooseneck Bend is moving 
slowly, but it's moving! We recently met with the state 
archeologist and we'll need to submit an impact report 
before things can proceed any further. And finally, the 
sidewalk along Pulp Mill Bridge Road is on schedule to be 
built next year. 

Bridge Updates  A state inspection identified work needed on 
the Rattlin Bridge; we’ll be working with the Town of New 
Haven to meet the state requirements, resulting in about a 
week’s closure. Having exceeded its useful lifespan, the 
Route 17 bridge will be replaced in 2018. It will be closed 
for 60 days or less, thanks to the state's Accelerated Bridge 
Construction program. The signed detour will be through 
Vergennes. This summer, we plan to replace the lighting on 
the Pulp Mill Bridge with cost-efficient LED lighting that has 
a more pleasant color temperature. The resulting energy 
savings will pay for the project. 

School District Miscellany  The Weybridge Elementary 
School is about to become part of the Addison Central 
School District. The town has been working with the school 
board and our town attorney to correctly format the deed to 
maintain the town's right to water from from the school well 
and only transfer the property currently designated for school 
use.  

The members of the Weybridge Select Board would like to 
offer thanks to everyone that attended Town Meeting in 
March and availed themselves of the opportunity to vote. The 
Select Board is anxious to serve the needs of town residents. 
We meet on the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm. 
Everyone is welcome! 

    
           Scenes from Weybridge Town Meeting 

      photos by George Bellerose 

Carl Eickenberg and Fran Putnam

Amy Mason and Natasha Causton

Diana Barnard and Robert Foster
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18th	 Annual	 Weybridge	 Town	 Picnic	 
Saturday July 8  

11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Weybridge Elementary School, 210 Quaker Village Road 

* Town of Weybridge provides the meal - please bring a side dish to share
* Contests: Fruit Pie, Non-Fruit Pie, Baked Beans

* Tent for residents to display talents, services, products, organizations
* Fun and Games

Featured Performers: 
SNAKE MOUNTAIN BLUEGRASS 

Do you have questions or are you ready to help? Please call Kirsten Hendy 349-7167

Town of Weybridge, Vermont 

1727 Quaker Village Road 
Weybridge, Vermont 05753 
Phone: 802.545.2450 
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