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4-H Champion Alexis Ouellette Reflects on Her Experience 
by Mary Douglas

a  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  t o w n  o f   
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When eighteen-year-old Alexis Ouellette set off for college in 
Boston this August she had to give her beloved jersey cow, 
Luna, back to her grandfather at Weybridge Farms, a deal she 

made with him in 2008. That ended a five-and-a-half-year 
daily tradition of hand milking 
that she started at thirteen years 

old with Luna’s mother, Lila.  

Alexis was involved in the 
Weybridge Willing Workers 4H 

group throughout her school 
years and she developed a 

special bond with Lila when she 
showed her at Addison County 
Field Days in 2008. From that 

point Alexis decided she wanted 
to keep Lila as a dairy cow. She 
admits that she had to work hard 

to persuade her grandfather and 
parents that it would be a good 
idea and that she had to develop 

a realistic plan and budget to 
manage the milk production and 
the many needs of a cow.  Lance 

Waterman offered his barn, 
about half a mile down the hill 
from her home and there were 

many items to buy, including 
feed, milking buckets, iodine and 
fencing. Milking happened no 

matter what the weather, often 
after sports, dinner and homework, in a dimly lit milking 

stall, sometimes in sub- zero temperatures.  

When Lila died from milk fever in 2012, her calf, Luna, was 
ready for milking and so the operation continued. Alexis 
estimates that she has hand-milked about 8000 gallons of 

milk over that time which the family has used on a daily 
basis to drink, make cheese, 
butter, and yogurt as well as 

share with the community.   

Alexis’s venture reached its peak 
this summer when she became 

2015 Senior Champion 
Showman at the 4H State Dairy 

Show in Highgate, VT. This time 
it was Laci, a summer yearling 
and Luna’s calf that Alexis 

entered into the competition. 
Participants must qualify at a 
county level and if they move on 

to the state level are 
subsequently judged on 
aesthetics such as grooming and 

clipping, overall preparedness, 
and showmanship.  

When asked about her 

achievements Alexis says, “I take 
great pride in my cows and love 
to share them and my 

unique experience with others.  
They are truly special animals 
and the bond I have created with 

them is the biggest thing I have gained out of this project”.  A 
visit to Luna and Laci is one of the first things she plans to do 

when she is home for Thanksgiving! 
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Take a lifetime of building expertise, mix in entrepreneurial 
experience and a savvy business sense, sprinkle liberally with 

Thai upbringing and culture, make an aesthetically pleasing 
presentation and what do you get?  Middlebury’s newest 
culinary adventure:  the Thai@Home food cart in Frog Hollow 

Alley, owned and operated by Weybridge’s own John and 
Hasna Filan.  The cart is open 11-6 Monday through Saturday. 

Thai@Home features authentic Thai food 
and other international dishes, such as 

Pad Thai, Thai Salad, Dim Sum, Gyoza, 
and Red and Green Curries, Pad Se-Ew, 
Fried Rice, Chicken Teriyaki, and 

Japanese Sushi.  With their in-home 
bean sprout “factory” and a greenhouse 

of organic vegetables, John and Hasna 
supply many of their own ingredients.  
Others are locally sourced whenever 

possible.  A full menu is available on 
their website, Thai@Homevt.com. 

Hasna, a native of Thailand, grew up 

watching and helping her mother cook for her large family and 
eventually realized that as a result, she knew how to cook too.  
In fact, she paid her way through college by running her own 

restaurant!  This was the first of many businesses she owned 
and operated in Thailand.  While Hasna does the lion’s share 
of cooking for Thai@Home, she is teaching John to make the 

sauces and they often prepare the gyoza (Japanese dumplings) 
together.  They have to make a lot of those as they are one of 

the most popular items on the menu, along with Pad Thai and 
the Vietnamese salad. 

While Hasna was the driving force behind the idea and the 
business end of the food cart, John, with over 40 years in the 
contracting business, was primarily responsible for 

constructing the beautiful cart itself.  Built on a trailer from 
Bethel, VT, the cart is patterned after traditional Thai temples 
featuring a lovely bright orange color with red and white trim, 

and accents of 100-year-old salvaged decking.  The roofline is 
a classic Thai style and the hand-carved wood decorations 

came directly from Thailand. 

After a year of planning and building, the cart officially opened 
on August 20.  John and Hasna hope to keep the cart open as 

long as possible into the fall provided 
that customers keep coming once the 
weather gets colder.  Thankfully, 

Stephanie and Andy Jackson (also 
Weybridge residents) can warm folks 
up with an after lunch or dinner coffee 

at Middlebury Chocolates right next 
door.  The Filans and the Jacksons 
know each other well from the 

Middlebury Farmers’ Market such that 
the Jacksons enthusiastically sublet 
their portion of the veranda to the 

Filans for the food cart. 

John grew up in Middlebury, attended 
Middlebury College, and bought his 

parents’ home on Sheep Farm Road in 
Weybridge in the early 90’s.  He is 
well-known in the area for his unique 

cutting boards made from sustainably 
harvested rainforest hardwoods (over 10,000 hand made in the 
last 20 years!) though this hobby has slowed now that finding 

legitimately certified hardwoods has become increasingly 
difficult.  He and Hasna were married more than 4 years ago 

and Hasna is becoming acclimated to life in Vermont, a rather 
colder climate and more isolated community than hers in 
Thailand.  We’re glad she is sharing her warm smile and 

delicious cuisine with us - I highly recommend it! 

New Food Cart Brings Thai Flavors Home       by Gwendolyn Nagy-Benson/photos by Ella Nagy-Benson

Would you like your business featured in By The Wey?  Contact Gwen at nbgwen@gmail.com.

Hasna Filan

mailto:nbgwen@gmail.com
mailto:nbgwen@gmail.com
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The Selectboard has had a busy summer dealing with the fallout 

(literally!) from a significant rain event in June.  As a result of that 
storm, a portion of Gooseneck Bend Road fell into Otter Creek, 
making the road to a residence and several Foster Brothers cornfields 

impassable.  Members of the selectboard have been working closely 
with Phelps Engineering and FEMA officials to determine the best 
course of action for fixing the road.  Phelps is guiding us through the 

FEMA process to ensure that we receive the maximum reimbursement 
for which we are eligible.  Stay tuned… 

Last March, the town voted to establish a charter to allow the 

selectboard to hire a town clerk and treasurer, replacing the elected 
position formerly held by Scott Wales.  When Scott’s position officially 
ended on July 15, the selectboard was already in the process of 

advertising the vacancy and receiving applications (Scott chose not to 
apply).  We interviewed five qualified finalists and on August 3, hired 

Brenda Jaring as the Weybridge Town Clerk and Treasurer.  Brenda 
served as the Assistant Town Clerk in Weybridge since 2010 and 
assisted the town clerks in Panton and Berkshire for several years.  

Brenda has been an invaluable asset to the town of Weybridge, ably 
managing the office during Scott’s absence last year and helping the 
Town convert its financial information to the NEMRC accounting system, 

designed to ensure accuracy and accountability in our recordkeeping.  
Her office hours are now Monday and Friday, 12:30-5:30, and Tuesday and Thursday 9:00-2:00. 

The selectboard has also been discussing speed limits on town roads following the tragic death of Kelley Boe on Hamilton Road 

last spring.  We have increased the sheriff’s patrols in Weybridge and have engaged in a traffic study on Hamilton Road to 
determine an appropriate speed limit; currently no speed limit is posted.  In addition, with the help of an anonymous donor, the 
town has purchased a speed limit sign that displays the speed of oncoming cars, reminding drivers when they are over the speed 

limit.  You will see that sign around town in the coming months.  

By now, most residences have received new 911 numbers.  Thanks to volunteers from the selectboard and the fire department, 
most address numbers are now clearly marked and visible, saving precious time for emergency responders in the event of an 

emergency.  

All are welcome to attend our meetings on the first Tuesday of every month at 7 pm at the Town Clerk’s Office.  Please don’t 
hesitate to bring us your questions and concerns.

New Town Clerk/Treasurer, Gooseneck Bend Rd. and Other Selectboard News    
by Gwendolyn Nagy-Benson/photo by Ella Nagy-Benson

Our apologies to Lucas Plouffe who graduated last June but was not included in our list of seniors.  Lucas is taking 

classes in English and Environmental Studies at CCV and working for his dad’s business this year.  He hopes to 

apply to college for Environmental Studies next fall.

Brenda Jaring, Weybridge Town Clerk and Treasurer
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Angela Chagnon 
Angela Chagnon is a Dispatcher for Shelburne Communications, which is part of the 
Shelburne Police Department. Her group dispatches for over twenty communities in 

the area, including the Weybridge Fire Department.  She had not heard of Weybridge 
before she began dispatching for the town, but when she was looking for a peaceful 
and private area, she spotted a home online on Bunny Lane in Weybridge.  It had 

everything she wanted.  Now, she is enjoying sprucing up her new home.  Angela 
graduated from Champlain College as a paralegal.  Her mother Linda was visiting 
from Maine at the time of the photograph. 

The Prouty/Kobelin Family 
Melissa Kobelin and her husband Sam Prouty moved to their home on Quaker 
Village Road in Weybridge a year ago this past July when Sam accepted a job in the 
admissions office of Middlebury College.  Melissa teaches math at the Leicester 

Central School. Though Sam hails from Central Massachusetts and Melissa is from 
the Philadelphia area, they met when they were students at Swarthmore. They lived 
in the Boston area for a number of years where Sam taught in private schools.  They 

have two children, Miles (2) and Meredith (5).  Like so many newcomers to 
Weybridge, and to Vermont, the family loves a variety of outdoor activities.  

The Balk/Barry Family 
There comes a time in a family’s life when the urge to move closer to one’s roots 
comes into play. Such was the case about two years ago when Julia Barry and her 

husband Benjamin Balk decided to leave Alaska, where they’d resided for twelve 
years, and move to the Middlebury area to be closer to family.  They live in the red 
house across from the Pulp Mill Bridge, which, according to Larry Washington, is the 

oldest house in Weybridge.  In Anchorage, Benjamin worked for the National Weather 
Service as a hydrologist, studying rivers to forecast floods. He now does similar work 
from home for a company that is based in Washington, D.C. He installs computer 

software architecture that forecasts floods. Julia is a teacher at Quarry Hill School 
where their daughter Rosie, age 4, attends. Their son Killian, 6, attends Weybridge 
Elementary School. Julia, raised in a suburb of NYC, and Benjamin, from Colorado, 

met when both were students at Notre Dame. Like many Vermonters, the family loves 
outdoor activities:  skiing, hiking, and biking.

New Weybridge Neighbors Photos and Articles by Marian Wright

Angela Chagnon and her mom.

Julia Barry, Ben Balk, Rosie & Killian

Sam Prouty, Melissa Kobelin,  
Meredith & Miles
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With a river for fishing, leaves for raking, and a yard for playing soccer and 
practicing archery, Quaker Village Road’s newest neighbors are taking their recent 
move from Palo Alto, California in stride.  Ever prepared, Michael McAuliffe, Amy 
Collier, and their son, Vaughn, a second grader at Weybridge Elementary School, 
have already begun gearing up for their first real northeast winter:  Mike reports 
that his new winter boots (his first since he was a child) are breaking in nicely.  
Skiing and hockey are among the activities they look forward to in the coming 
months.  In fact, the couple met at a rink in Texas where Amy was playing hockey 
and Mike was both coach and rink manager.  Mike grew up in Texas while Amy 
hails from Tennessee.  She spent most of her childhood, however, in Brazil, 
returning to the States for late high school and college.   

The family moved to Vermont for Amy’s new position as Associate Provost for 
Digital Learning at Middlebury College in which she helps guide students and 
faculty through the best use of available web tools and digital environments.  
Mike is able to continue working remotely for Stanford Medicine as an 
instructional technologist, providing operations support, team management, and 
online course design.  In her spare time, Amy teaches Jazzercise at the College 
and in Rutland and Williston.  She is exploring ways to offer more classes in the 
Middlebury area as well. 

Mike, Amy, and Vaughn are taken with the small and welcoming community that 
is Weybridge  and relish the unhurried pace of life and the opportunity for 
meaningful friendships that such a community offers.  They and their dog Sam 
have already welcomed two Homeward Bound cats, Colby and Diego, into their 
family.  We hope they will all be very happy here.

More New Weybridge Neighbors                 by Gwendolyn Nagy-Benson

Monument Farms Dairy’s Growth Recognized 
Photo and article by Marian Wright 

For thirteen years, Vermont Business Magazine and Key Bank have 
sponsored an annual ceremony that recognizes the twenty-five fastest 
growing companies over the past five years. There are five categories:  
Manufacturing, Technology, Wholesale, Family Owned Businesses, and 
Food Producers - a new category this year.  Each category has five 
businesses. This year’s ceremony was September 15 at the Doubletree 
Hotel in Burlington with both Governor Shumlin and Lieutenant 
Governor Scott in attendance. In his remarks to the group, the Governor 
stressed the importance of these growing companies and expressed his 
appreciation of the recognition they received from Vermont Business 
Magazine and Key Bank. Monument Farms Dairy placed fifth in the Food 
Producers category. Dan James accepted the award on behalf of the 
Dairy, which has had a growth of 18.18% over the past five years. James, 
shown here in the photo with the award, joined the Monument Farms 
staff in 2004 and is Sales and Distribution supervisor along with his dad, 
Bob James. 

Amy Collier, Mike McAuliffe, Vaughn, 
and dog Sam
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If you’ve driven down Quaker Village Road recently, you 
may have noticed the beginnings of a project that has a 
bunch of us pretty riled up—in a good way! Acting on the 
need to deal with some aging elements in front of the 
school’s library, a group of parents and school personnel are 
developing an “outdoor classroom” space which will 
provide both beauty and utility for years to come. 

The first phase of work involved removing some aging steps, 
crumbling macadam, and overgrown yew trees. Next came 
installation of new concrete walkways and a set of durable 
cedar steps. A huge thank you to the hardworking volunteers 
who chipped in time, skill and materials to help get this 
work done affordably, and to the businesses who were able 
to offer discounted goods and services. With their help, 
we’ve been able to keep the project running smoothly and at 
a reasonable cost. 

Work on our outdoor space is continuing. By the time this 
article has gone to print, we hope to have assorted loose 
stone installed in the area between the walkways. Come 
spring, we look forward to adding some of the most exciting 
components: several trees, some benches and tables, and 
some raised beds. Flanking the amphitheater-like area in the 
center will be a pollinator garden and a bird habitat. 
Teachers are already planning ways to integrate these natural 
spaces into the curriculum. 

Fundraising efforts throughout last school year (thank you to 
those who gave!) provided enough to kick-start this project, 
and a number of parents and community members have 
recently upped the ante with some generous donations. 
Since August 2015 we’ve received pledges totaling over 
$10,000! We’ve even had an honorary pledge made in 
recognition of a beloved Weybridge resident, which is a 
lovely way to celebrate someone special while supporting 
the school. Friends of Weybridge Elementary (the new name 
recently adopted for Parents’ Club) is still welcoming 
donations of any size to support this project. All 
contributions are welcome—large or small, anonymous and/
or in recognition of someone special. There will be a special 
grand opening celebration when we’re ready to unveil the 
finished project, and we’ll be sure to let the community 
know so everyone can share in the excitement. Please 
contact the school with any questions, or call Amy Mason at 
802-355-1226. 

Weybridge School is Getting a Facelift                       by Amy Mason

Draft rendering of  the plan for the outdoor classroom.

Copies of the beautiful Weybridge Community 

Map created by artist Annemie Curlin are 

available for purchase (see prices at right).  If 

you are interested in purchasing a map, please 

contact Megan Sutton at 545-2475.  (If you 

haven’t yet seen the map and would like to, 

contact Kathy Mason at the school to arrange 

a time to see it.)

Price Size Material

$40.00 Small (17” x 24”) Archival Matte Paper

$80.00 Large (32” x 42”) Archival Matte Paper

$80.00 Small (17” x 24”) Canvas

$130.00 Small (17” x 24”) Canvas on stretcher

$180.00 Large (32” x 42”) Canvas

$300.00 Large (32” x 42”) Canvas on stretcher

Weybridge Map Prints Available
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The Weybridge Energy Committee will celebrate the third 
annual Button Up VT Day of Action on November 7 with 
an information table at the Recycling Center from 
9:30-11:00.  Come say hello, enjoy a donut and cider, 
and get a free LED bulb.  From 11:00-1:00, homeowners 
are invited to attend a free Button Up Workshop and 
learn about ways to reduce fuel, save money, and be 
more comfortable in your home.  Refreshments will be 
served and all are welcome.  Please reserve your space 
by calling Fran Putnam at 388-1644. 

In the last issue of By the Wey, we shared the results of 
the Weybridge Transportation survey.  Respondents to the 
survey prioritized four action steps:  1) encouraging bike/
pedestrian safety on town roads; 2) getting a bus route out 
to Weybridge; 3) establishing a town park and ride, and 
4) creating education and outreach opportunities on 
clean transportation options such as electric vehicles, 
ridesharing, biking/walking, and telecommuting. 

To begin some outreach and education on transportation 
options, we are applying for a $500 grant from Go! 
Vermont, the State’s transportation demand management 
program.   

The Go! Vermont website 
(www.connectingcommuters.org) is a resource for all 
Vermonters who want to reduce the cost and 
environmental effects of driving. The website offers free 
carpool matching and vanpool services, statewide bus 
routes, and free Go! Vermont resources to help you 
promote more efficient travel options at work or at home.  
There is also a hotline where a real person can answer 
transportation questions: 800-685-7433.  

We hope to use this grant to 
encourage Weybridge 
residents to learn more about 
existing local and regional 
transportation options.  If you 
have any questions or ideas 
as we take on the 
transportation puzzle to 
reduce our reliance on fossil 
fuels, please contact Fran 
Putnam at 388-1644 or 
fscputnm@sover.net. 

The Green Wey  
News from the Weybridge Energy Committee                           By Nadine Barnicle

Weybridge School Happenings                         by Christina Johnston

The school year has gotten off to a wonderful, peaceful start. 
The students are all so earnest and engaged in learning and 
participating in the social life of the school. Over the year 
students will be involved in two engineering and design 
projects, the first involving a collaboration with the Otter 
Creek Audubon Society. In the spring, we anticipate having 
a music and dance residency with Jeh Kulu, a traditional 
West African performance and educational ensemble. We 
are once again collaborating with Middlebury College in 
several different ways including hosting student teachers 
and interns, serving as a lab school for the Education 
Studies Program, participating in the Visual Thinking 
Strategies program, and drawing on faculty expertise in 
various disciplines. 

Skating rink - Weybridge will have its outdoor skating rink 
thanks to Tata and Henry Harper, who have donated the rink 
and the site preparation costs. The site work was completed 
October 13, and the rink will be installed in the near future. 
If you have spare children’s ice skates and helmets that are 
in good shape, please consider donating them to the school. 
Watch for opportunities to volunteer over the skating 
season. We hope you will join us on the ice! 

Barn Dance - Save the date! We’re having a Barn Dance 
here at school on Friday, 11/20, 6:00-8:00. There will be 
live music and dancing for all ages, refreshments for sale 
(including a light supper), door prizes, and a lovely silent 
auction. 

Act 46 - Prior to Town Meeting this year, there will be 
several opportunities to learn about Act 46 in preparation 
for a vote on district centralization. Recent Vermont State 
legislation provides an opportunity for School Boards to 
unify into a single entity. ACSU is uniquely situated to 
pursue the accelerated process in order to receive the 
maximum incentives available and avoid the onerous 
disincentives that will be imposed if we do nothing. 
November 23 at 7PM at the MUHS Auditorium, ACSU will 
host a panel discussion around district unification. This will 
be an opportunity to share information about ACT 46 and 
how it is unfolding in our SU, and engage a panel that will 
include the Secretary of Education, Rebecca Holcombe. 

As always, you are welcome to visit the school and call in 
with ideas and questions. We thrive on your support and 
interest.

http://www.connectingcommuters.org
http://www.connectingcommuters.org/carpool/
http://www.connectingcommuters.org/vanpool/
http://www.connectingcommuters.org/bus-info/
http://www.connectingcommuters.org/for-employers/resource-toolkit/
http://www.connectingcommuters.org
http://www.connectingcommuters.org/carpool/
http://www.connectingcommuters.org/vanpool/
http://www.connectingcommuters.org/bus-info/
http://www.connectingcommuters.org/for-employers/resource-toolkit/
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Opportunities   for Getting Involved in the Life of Weybridge 

The Weybridge Planning Commission is revising the Town Plan to meet a September 2016 renewal date. These 

revisions will include new flood plain and renewable energy siting sections.  For more information or to help, contact 
planning commission member Bill Roper william.roper0599@gmail.com. 

The Weybridge School Story Hour happens in the school library every Monday from 10-11:30 when school is in 
session.  It’s open to all children ages 0-5 with an adult.  Stories, play, crafts. 

Weybridge Energy Committee meets about once a month to plan ways to help our residents reduce their reliance 
on fossil fuels.  Contact Fran Putnam for details at 388-1644 or fcsputnm@sover.net. 

The editors of By The Wey continually seek news tips, writers, and photographers.  It would be great to have a wider 
variety of voices in the newsletter!  If you think you’d enjoy getting to know the diverse and interesting people of 
Weybridge, please consider volunteering.  Contact Gwen at nbgwen@gmail.com. 

The Weybridge School is always seeking volunteers to assist Megan Sutton in the library, to help prepare breakfasts 

and lunches, or to help with the maintenance of the new skating rink.  If you think you might have an hour or two to 
spare, please contact Kathy Mason in the school office at 545-2113.

Town of Weybridge, Vermont 

1727 Quaker Village Road 
Weybridge, Vermont 05753 
Phone: 802.545.2450 
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